What is participatory mapping?

Participatory mapping is an interactive approach that draws on local people’s knowledge, enabling participants to create visual and non-visual data to explore social problems, opportunities and questions. Participants work together to create a visual representation of a place. At the same time, while creating their map, the group may discuss how to best represent the place, share their observations as they
go along, and tell personal stories. This can lead to rich and sometimes surprising data for social research.

One of the strengths of participatory mapping as a research method is that it allows different features to be explored at the same time. Physical and social geography, changes that have occurred over time, residents’ personal and collective experiences, and their attitudes and perspectives on their environment are just a few of the subjects that can be explored through a mapping exercise. The approach recognizes local people as capable research collaborators, and it empowers them in that it helps participants define and represent places and relationships that are important to them.


Adapted from Pathways through participation
http://pathwaysthroughparticipation.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2009/09/Using-participatory-mapping-to-explore-participation-in-three-communities_June-2010.pdf
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http://wikimaps.wikimedia.fi/2014/02/01/a-travelogue/
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+ Revolutionizing Education: p. 54 & 57 
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from Healthy City 
http://communityscience.com/knowledge4equity/AssetMappingToolkit.pdf 
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[Community-Engaged Mapping (CEM) |

Community-Engaged Mapping (CEM) is a group
‘mapping exercise designed to answer Specific research
questionsand gather feedback from community members
(wholive, work or attend school n the area),for the purpose:
of developing place-based pianning, policy, and interven-
tions It can be described as a focus group around amap.
It involves community dialogue over maps of a particular
place or geographic area (such as aneighborhood) about
‘community members' experience with the physical environ-
‘ment o that place. With Community-Engaged Mapping,
‘community members are formed into small, breakout
groups that allow them to collectively discuss and map
their communities (for this exercise, whenusing lrge paper
‘meps, breakout groups should benomore than 10-12 people
per group; when using computers and maps oniine, they
should be no more than 4-5 people per compuiter).
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Social Investigation is a broad term that encompasses
many different methods of gathering community knowl-
edge through a community-engaged approach. With
Social Investigation, community mermbers collect and
map information on an individual basis. which may be
‘combined at a later time. Organizations may conduct
social investigation before or as an alterative to a group
mapping session such as Community-Engaged Mapping
toeffectively identify community assets and create asset
maps. These methods differ from traditional information
gathering methods n that they focus on gathering infor-
mation directly from people and communities, instead of
‘about people and communities (from secondary sources).
Widely recognized and used methods of socialinvestiga-
tion include interviews, surveys, and community walks,
which are further described below.
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Figure 2: A participatory map from research to investigate social networks

Participant: Yeah. Ok. So that would be my main relationship and my
boyfriend as well | might just write him down.
+ You're smiling at that point
Yeah.
Why?
Cos | love him, very much.
And you've written him in a different colour.
Yes. Because he's not family and he's not Jesus (CL MI:10)
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Figure 3. A participatory map of what makes five women aged 25-32 and all resident
hv and unhy b
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National Museum Experience Journey Map
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